
SERMON 
 TEXT:  John 1:1-14 
 THEME:  THE BRIGHT STAR OF BETHLEHEM REVEALS 

1. Grace 
2. Truth 

 
Dear Fellow Christmas Worshippers: 
 
Come with me and look into the manger. What do you see? It’s the Bright Star of 
Bethlehem in the face of a little baby. And what you see there is more than just the twinkle 
of a star or the precious face of a child. What you see revealed is the face of grace and 
truth:  grace to cover our sins, and truth to light the way. 
 
Through the disobedience of Adam and Eve, all people were made sinners. It became part 
of who we would be, part of our DNA, an awful, evil blemish on the perfect creation God 
had made. But when human beings sinned, immediately God said to the devil, within 
earshot of Adam and Eve: “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between 
your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel” (Genesis 
3:15). A Savior had now already been promised. 
 
In fact, when Eve gave birth to Cain she thought God had given her the promised Savior. 
But time went on. People continued to sin. And God continued to promise. He made 
promises to Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and David…and through Isaiah, Micah, and Zechariah.  
 
Like the ultimate “reality show,” all God’s people waited with bated breath for the Promised 
One to be revealed. It wasn’t Cain. It wasn’t David. It wasn’t John the Baptist. It was a 
Word. The Word. The Word made flesh. God’s “Word became flesh and made his dwelling 
among us.” Mary, Joseph, and the shepherds looked into that little manger and saw his 
“glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth” 
(John 1:14).  
 
What they saw looked strangely like any other human baby. But by the promises of God 
and the miracle of God this baby was more than human. He was the Son of the Creator, 
both man and God. He was the only One who could repair what had been destroyed and 
begin to recreate a world that had been broken apart by sin. 
 
What we see revealed in the manger today is the face of grace and truth: grace to cover 
our sins, and truth to light the way. 
 
If you look into the manger expecting to find anything else, you won’t find it there. What you 
will see revealed is grace and truth. Our sin blotted out the grace, and our lies snuffed out 
the truth. But now the Bright Star of Bethlehem is the revelation of grace and truth coming 
from the Word Made Flesh to recreate a new you and a new me. In fact, this tiny Star is so 
full of grace and truth that it spills over into the hearts and lives of human beings. 
 
The grace revealed in the Bright Star of Bethlehem is a beam that shines into lives as He 
lives a life of grace:  
 
• A man on a mat is not only healed, but the beaming Star gives an even greater gift: 



“Son, your sins are forgiven” (Mark 2:5). 
• A man not only has demons cast out of him, but the beaming Star gives an even 
greater gift: “Go home to your family and tell them how much the Lord has done for you, 
and how he has had mercy on you” (Mark 5:19). 
• A woman caught in adultery not only has her life saved, but the beaming Star gives 
an even greater gift: “…neither do I condemn you. Go now and leave your life of sin” (John 
8:11). 
 
The same grace that beams from the face of the Bright Star of Bethlehem is yours. Sins, 
demons, faults, and failures are all wiped clean and made white by a grace that knows no 
bounds. The birth of the Word Made Flesh into your heart and life means freedom from 
guilt and a heart without the curse of shame. The Bright Star of Bethlehem sends streaming 
beams of forgiveness for you. 
 
The truth revealed in the Bright Star of Bethlehem is a beam that shines into lives as He 

lives a life of truth: 
 
• He comes to be the truth by living it perfectly. “I tell you the truth, until heaven and 
earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means 
disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished” (Matthew 5:18).  
• He comes to demonstrate that he himself is the loving truth of God. He tells the story 
of a man who owns a hundred sheep and goes to look for one that is lost. “And if he finds it, 
I tell you the truth, he is happier about that one sheep than about the ninety-nine that did 
not wander off” (Matthew 18:13).  
• He comes to give his life so that the truth of eternity is revealed as a gift for all who 
believe. “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise” (Luke 23:43). 
 
The same truth that beams from the face of the Bright Star of Bethlehem is yours. He lives 
the truth of a perfect life, he demonstrates the truth of a God who goes out of his way to 
save, and he gives his own life so that you will know the unbridled truth of eternal life. The 
birth of the Word Made Flesh into your heart and life means the truth that lights the way to 
the free gift of salvation. The Bright Star of Bethlehem sends streaming beams of truth for 
you. 
 
Look into the manger. Look and see. The Bright Star of Bethlehem beams from the face of 
a little baby. What you see revealed is the face of grace and truth: grace to cover our sins, 
and truth to light the way. Amen. 
 


